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Abstract

Lanna Local Community is a community comprising eight northern
provinces of Thailand, namely, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun,
Lampang, Phrae, Nan, Phayao and Mae Hong Son. Myths about the
sacred Buddha images enshrined in these communities have been held
for a long time. These narratives are widespread and reflect the vision,
beliefs and thought patterns of the community and their way of life. This
article analyses Lanna Buddha-image myths, both in the literary tradition
and oral tradition, to uncover the cultural meaning of the Buddha
images, as reflected in the value systems and ethnic identity of the people
of Lanna. Research includes methods of settlement, Buddhist ways of
Lanna villagers, the Way of the Buddha, Buddha pluralism, and Royal

ways in the Kingdom of Lanna.
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Abstract

This article draws on literature reviews of related documents, and
interviews with key informants who recounted myths associated with the
historical sites of Amphoe Khongchiam, in Ubon Ratchathani Province;
and its purpose is twofold. Firstly, it aims to provide some examples of
myths associated with the historical background of those sites. Secondly,
it aims to publicize the value of those historical sites’ myths, so as to
stimulate the interest of the parties involved, such as local communities
and administrative organizations, and educational institutions, to collect
and record such myths in writing. This is to conserve the legends for
future generations and help them to recognize the value of these historical
sites and artifacts. In addition, the myths can also be educational and
entertaining for tourists. Thus, they will gain greater knowledge and
understanding of the communities and sites they visit, thus gaining more

from their travels, which will help promote sustainable tourism in Thailand.

Keywords :Myth, Amphoe Khongchiam, and Ubon Ratchathani Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the characteristics of the
original Boon Kam Fa tradition, conducted by the Phuan Ethnic Group in
Thailand. It also aims to study the origins, existence, and development of
the Boon Kam Fa tradition in the context of the tourism industry in Thailand.
The data in this qualitative research was gained through document
study, observation, and interviews taken in several areas, namely, Hat
Siao village, Tam Bon Hat Siao, Amphoe Si Satchanalai, in Sukhothai
Province; Amphoe Phrom Buri, in Sing Buri Province; and Tam Bon Ban
Phue, Amphoe Ban Phue, in Udon Thani Province. Such data collection
was carried out through the perspectives of identity, tradition, invention,
and ethnic and cultural tourism.

The results of this study indicate that a great deal of the history of
the struggles and migration of the Phuan Ethnic Group is found in Lao
myths and chronicles. The latest migration of Phuan Ethnic Group to
Thailand was in the reign of King Rama V, when Phuan Ethnic Groups
distributed themselves among different provinces such as Sukhothai, Lop
Buri, Sing Buri, and Udon Thani. However, they still adhere to their ethnic
group’s tradition of Boon Kam Fa, which has become a popular tourism
draw card nowadays.

For Hat Siao village, Tam Bon Hat Siao, Amphoe Si Satchanalai, in
the Sukhothai Province, the Boon Kam Fa tradition has gradually developed
into a tourism activity. It is a traditional holiday for Phuan women to have
time out from looming. The activities associated with the tradition include
making Khao Khong desert, Lam Phuan and Nang Kwak entertainment
activities.

For Amphoe Phrom Bu, in Sing Buri Province, Boon Kam Fa has

been deployed to an even greater extent as a tourism acitivity. The tradition,
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meaning paying respect to the sky, is a holiday marking the New Year of
the Phuan Ethnic Group, and is also a fertility ritual. Making Khao Lam,
playing the Mhak Bia game, and Ram Kam Fa dance are some of the
activities associated with the tradition.

However, Boon Kam Fa has not been made into a tourism activity
in Tam Bon Ban Phue, Amphoe Ban Phue, in Udon Thani Province. Only
some of the Phuan people here follow the traditions, such as Phuan’s
Head Sib Song Kong Sib See (the twelve month tradition and the fourteen
ways of life). In this tradition, fertilizer or seeds are used in activities such
as courting and Tai Phuan dance.

The data gained from these areas suggested that the Boon Kam Fa
phenomenon has dynamic perspectives in economic, social and ecosystem
management, as well as the meaning behind the traditions.

This research will shed light on ethnic and cultural tourism, leading
to better planning of tourism which is based on cultures and ethnic groups.
Ultimately, such planning is hoped to bring about the sustainability of

these societies and cultures in the future.

Keywords :Boon Kam Fa tradition, Phuan Ethnic,Tai Phuan, Dynamic

of Boon Kam Fa tradition
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Abstract

The purposes of this research are (1) to study the quality of working
life of Japanese company employees and (2) to examine factors
related to the quality of the participants’ working life. This research used
questionnaires as a data-gathering method. The data was analyzed
using the following quantitative measures: arithmetic means, standard
deviations, t-tests, F-tests and Pearson’s product moment correlation
coefficients.

The results are summarized as follows:

1. The following aspects of the quality of working life, namely,
protection against fundamental work-related issues, income, welfare,
working hours and days, safety, and work stability, were average. Annual
health examination was good.

2. The factors related to the quality of lives of the participants were
as follows: economic, educational, and factors specific to individuals.

Keywords : quality of working life; Japanese company employees;

automotive industry
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vomiwlaifeousldnadmlnagzedinumudiviin widefininfsedin
NugruzasyARalndAN na1zmsvewduwiifisviaiduiiyaraufoR
ilamsdedwduddny doiumarovieasswatmanesasdinfinnam
fiofl Aamsriiudindifinnuge AnudAymanitsatwienit uamn
FINNITVINT0 (quality of work life: QWL)

@cumw%’ﬁmmsﬁwmﬂmﬂ%aa%ﬁfmmaé’mmﬁuﬁluiﬁlq%ﬁﬂ Ghall
anaiueg) Misuanfismavimuwemnawihawesiannniinfiaviels
sz ludinUszdriussandesasassneanisyinegw Aesaaad 1l
naAsughia swinandene lanaussleginoniswrinin widmuaneds
foifes eshen Anadmminluaiweenmas Foiwmsyinnuazied
AN WEinnsYnauiise wennnitwssrwdefianadadiin nisvinem
TulssnugramnssadnansnasiosniinisiawlumaAneasnIsw
wazinelanuvenwinani1 vnlvussnuwirnsulanazdanrinls
1500MgRETMANTTN (N195 WINIA, 2539: 1)

winafninuasludnuiguniousesuiianiawlslsenn
gnavnsssasszaumeng ) snnaneviemesiwitsmeuasinta Aua
InensasiannnWEIansves nanfe TovAndesuazanwnsines
Taimanzan gninslsmdouasAmaunnuiish wananitgnanedwausnn
farparnownsin ddalasnisvihnuieniwu desihausonauasyinems
TwiuegailassnonuannaszinenesuLazsede sanvisimsTiusem
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viduazusanwaniFouinegs Tymgamnuazanauasnsielwnisinms
dnsulSinamsinedulssleginauny wudnsineiunsdidudaefinng
Tedngegni 16,011.38 A1wUN n3asewaz 54.17 gaaiindszlaminauny
fidne Togyvinmsnarasuasazanaimilnsiew gndtegnian
T19 191,790 An dwlraduanwlsznaumsawiaian 1 - 9 Aw laed
dndmsnen: 88.10 wasamwlsznauntsfiandnevionun wanandisie
snmUsznaumsswIkinznamdaasalamauazanNiIminlens
91%289gNINe wasUnIANNENNUGIENINTIANTTINWAUNTITELIER
FAnlnenly (N32n20us001%, 2549: 2 - 4)

NENMNANHTUIZ WU UusselunIAgaaInnssNanazgn 1
ﬂmﬁﬁﬂf\mlﬁmmwwgmfﬂsuﬁy’ﬂmﬂiwmsnmz%m% gnie1saeieuan
wigdlaswedreinazaieiogninelugiusladenisudaieadends
winis Tl lgFnilefomnanTuauwduasgnine (U esmedanus, 2535: 16)
nnilggminaaiesin Swmduilgmniferiuamnmdinnisinwes
andnoviodn Tihandugnineluusvnlnevdognineluussdndnamnadls
Fumssaasnannasguia s lulsznalnedwaaww log
Sjunanaafissiussdninaend wanriwduunaslunsasene lsuasss
wlAnAussmluUszme dwmdunsnosusssndineni lusnuaie s
s usimnaadlvianasluaswudn “msdhanfiunuiveasussdnita
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gaNaNysoiuaza lHussnwaeseulneNfsAgn” (8150 naan o agsen,
2535: 100)
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TuazfinnanisduAsaganInaasgndaLazdoandan donalviussdn
FnaRsaeiegnsHangussimaniaaiam dadunisirenisuan
lneusiAanmsgnemalulad M3AIUANNIEIAINTIN LazNMITANISAN
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WaRANTTNAD UstnAd U (§19nemAnznIsNNIRaaSHATaIm
NBIN3E9USEINA, 2549: 1) aenglsnena Tunensenua nsdaasNng
aImLazMINRWIgRsNANsIH tene TWAaNas19 9 masanane Tadnag
Dudymnmsriemswenssssagftymaaniizniefowndonduiiv
\Onsine

downsaiiesnlseinalneslndasnsznsinfoninndrAnaas
NIWBHWININEININYWE LazAIRITINITNRMUWIAMNINEIRZBIUssaINT
Tutszinaannts InsiewizagnedinnadAyzasnisnamwiamunndin
nsvheuzasgninedadulsznnsdningjaesssinaifindumaerines
foni fAnunFeimananlafnuiannmdianisiauzasuseswlunie
gnavnasn Iaednwiannmdianisvinuaminauusvndgu il
nUsERUAMAWIIAN1SowIaswiEnew Zeazvi lugniswamnanw
FAnnsvinuwimanzassa b

1. LINBANWIAMAINETANTYINIUIBINENUUTENLYns
2. 1ivaANWN T NHANNANRUS TURANNINATANTTYINUIBINTEN I

D =p.

UTENEYn

2IULANITINY
1. ANWIANAINEIANTITYIN9I% IINHAZEIBIANITUIIHIEVT

Us2InA (International Labour Organization: ILO) 5 N LLGﬂ%ﬂ’lsﬁﬂU’lﬂ%
AFnwRes 1 85 Ao mslasuanaduasasudyrmugwlunisrines
Toun

1.1 ANRBURNI LAY LA 1) AN3n9 2) ANEI98I8N 3) ANFULNY
mavieluiunrge

1.2 a¥afing lud 1) adafnisenafingrsnefimun 2) a3ainis
WONARAIINNY AN IAUE

1.3 T / anTwmsyawias Tunen
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1.4 NMIATIRINME
1.5 szuuAnaUaandelwnisyingen
1.6 AnmawAsTNTTT
Ine T TunsauumiAnlumsinu e insssuannmiinnisren
ﬂaawﬁfﬂmm%ﬁmﬁﬂu LE9INARYDIBIANNUIITWIZRIUTZINA (ILO)
fnnadman Asaungruazliuiisensuiuilan msfidendnuiiies 1 45
fia mslasuanadnpsasluiymiugulumarhes dasmnidndendn
Augmufininawnnauarsa li5unsgus wazdnmsasnwedtadundn
2. Anwusundyn MdusanuwlsznoumsUssiamgaannasne
et Tuilvimdaasamamuion 2 ludimingays Wasmnduiuing
wseawduinwanain
M3ANYENIUTNUNITUTNNGRENVNTTNENEWE 1589970
gaanvnTaneweus 10 1 1w 7 gaamnssiivanslugnseansiiadn
AwaNnIalunsudiuaeszme Sukulaiduwgnannssidang
AAFDLATEFNA09UITNA IWS1ZHORIIN152818AIIDINAANNTINIG
swemewiraniniuTaTINTecszmAludndwige dosalianiae
gRAMNIINENBEwA Inefnsrenefuiiade SevihlRamudrinenle
gRETNTINEHERERIRTINMENeduRn A e (naNn1saarneT,
2548 - laifivazniin)
3. Uszmnnsfidnunasailaun wiinowuundUnlugasmnsase
U TENBNINARDINIBIUSINLAD S1wam 3,751 A Feanansnnings
faeale 362 AN

Usglaminainireslasu

1. n3udayanunmiinnsinuseswinawuisndUuwlulag i

2. muieiladefifanandnius TuAMAWE IR T waB NI
usvndUn

3. ?Taadaﬁvlﬁmnmiﬁnwm%gqﬁ sansovin Ul lunsusudqonas
gnszAuANMNEIAN1TY N wIamEnnwlweAnTaw taliwinaw
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1. AAAWEIAN1shew vanefls Finnsvinuiiasnsanauauad
ans i duiingiuzaensinewionieenusnene Snle doaw wsugha uaz
anmanaduogNizaensinanulu@enfeadunmslssuanuduasasl
Toymiuguwlunnsrines (@ Andg ganmmuazANaUaaasie T
szza lumavnen adafnslunsyiemn anasiwaslunisiew) ns
Tasumsufiandussaalunsihewiclusziuypnauassziungs lana
figmsnlunmssnduls mslavhawivhnmernasnansn AnudNius
serinediamsyhanuiunsssingielnerlu wazanusenadasynedons
209TIRNITVIN

2. wiingme visneie winewinu foReuluuundilu Tuamanmnssw
EUEUE THTwINAatUaUsELE Iaelasurmnauummdwduiion

3. gRENTINTINENWEWE anefe graMnITNAIANSHARTIUSENaU
IOUUR

4. USSnddu vinede asdnsgsiannduidinanasmuiuinas
amlng vIevinasuafa ‘ﬂ%aamwﬁammmﬁy’wmiumﬂqmmﬂmw

u,mﬁmLﬁ'mﬁ'uqcumwﬁ'imnﬁﬁqmu

Tugonesaui 1960 - 1970 AnaiAsuutadlugnwnisiauaes
QlFussomlulssnuansnrngsy iaanaline laaasaninlrasaszuums
vomluandnaasnmiinannis fnsUssvielufamegasmnsasdiwi
annvieluwaiadnuazluglsy Wu nsUssvieaAnwndiaus Kiruna
Tudszinpaiian Tu A.A. 1969 uazly A.A. 1971 WiENIIWUSEN Gerneral
Motor finasglalala UssinAanigawdnt masianann ansaiinwast
dafiniunans 9 Uszind awvinldianssne g Ussaudan lunnsaiines
uaFeveifatunonednouazgning (e amemw, 2548: lafiiaenin)
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Tu p.A. 1972 Tumsduamnseninesnanngeiieesn lainsaueuwny
AalvanSenI “AMNNZINNITYINW” (Quality of working life : QWL) 1A
MnumIANARTWInszaelUvlan Tagiulssmeasng g Tewenens
wWasnwUasanmwinden luiivnaulaeianizagnedeszuunsyines laed
Whvanewlaanaafaaieanisdnlasagninauasiinanatonalalwms
fivh UssmainaaacuwiAnitodnndeds Ao snsgowmsm s LLaxzﬁﬂu
(daynuiing Tamnan, 2541: 14)

USen [ Dannedaue (2535: 23 - 25) NaTIELWIATINAR “AONN
Fnmsvihew” 191 fngwmengedeniwinnii 50 U lnefisingiwan
971 3 dNNAR AB

1. d1inAn “MsiamsuwINyuETNTuS” e TadefidAnignl
sruumavaulaldidudoseursugfianioingasnalavnusiiu “dade
N ANANTUSnIgndeinaaensnsaUsEENS MwsTIe T dunga
wonmnNimsdansuuulsssylnedenfniiksamsrseswaien s
AINANIUINFABNTTYINIIHIBIGNA

2. dinfluindas “szuudiAnLazmARa” s2yi1 MaUiewuuag
mamalulad donadauansiemsrioumeluasans sotusnduaenoded
azspainsUsuszuude el e iymaslauasliusonszsulumsensesu
UszAnSnnansann

3. din “Useen5uUlnevoousenu” wwisknuiwde 1inanan
ussousoadn lufidmlunsdnssuumavinemwneluesing sanrisaene
Paun UgiseRuan s

WNARNGNNNINT (Marxist) 8997971 UgynAnuauiugszninawedng
fugnanefiimugoagin fuifiasnnwiedaandmenuSeunazasionns
wanuenlvifaudauwey Anaulanuenidndonsenaiuannmdinle
mavinew ldanmanadvegaosawnusoaglugiwsidenseu As
SaNNIANSS (Powerlessness) Suiiosannn1shawessrani Jledn
ﬂﬁuﬁw%”luﬁaﬂﬁﬁmmmﬁ’lag fanlsAnuvianeg (Meaninglessness)
Inepwnuininfindndulsznaudas 3 2aeduwdnlae g immariidauan
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fuwazls wazlddletnguazasAlunsrinens dnsudanuenaindens
Tnaifidrndiusuuudunmens uazsiwisesanensdodudtungm
Fnunifiayna B ANNARNAUNIERIINGNA (850 M8, 2548:
Taifiaaniin)

wanINBanANLUanLenderiliAnwARARuanvin
MBI (Self-estrangement) LitagannmnAeynagnagnasnisannamsigi
fu anwmssiduiiazdonaliiAnanulinalalundauem doealnesonae
Rnrutunazinnsuanuennieluai (Ands ASIWINGANA, 2539: 5)

wnAnSaRunwIinlunsvhomdalisuanawlaamindzms
Tunganan wesinssuiien (Behavioral Scientist) ﬁiﬁmwﬁwﬁcguriﬂmm
TwSasanaianala (Job Satisfaction) TnTuiladedAnyzesnmnmiinlu
navhawivi vgldussnmlaifaagalumsionm fe s lnajaesens
SUseAnaninntavines vhldaneuenaem aaananaugeds favi
e liAneulafinnugalunisiew ngunginssaiesdoaualithe
usvslimnwaulafufoninden viruaRooauw ganwewse o1eaal
3nla uastladein g Ademasansrhas uwimenisfnunsasmgaidmlng
sznavisspzasnaiAnanalinela visranalalumsriawivine
Tadenvilwanaulaidanagalunmsiem uazAnulusansznusen
\mitel @awnw (Dennis W. Organ) annuwiRainsuaasmonlauaza lnyis
(Loscocco&Splitze) EaavUawI miﬁ“ﬁumQmmw%’ﬁmhnwﬁwmﬁaLﬁm
FURANANSYN9TA YARA UAZBIAMS TaNTausaaiuayunedenn Feasdl
nalnensesiorngalunsvies asdusznauivihligldussnuiauge
Tumsviem Toud anudasmsiawasnefiuszingnm Sanauunwuas
SoIAANTIA aATY 19MeuazEAle WaNNTE 0aE (Walton) &od
TAEWI MavRwIRnAMEIn lwmsviewung iussewarsilaloniald
W%ﬂmmmmaﬂumsuwwsamwrmu NI cﬂmLsaafm 2k m%mﬂm
aasnmadiFaluem foin miemaﬂmmwmmhmimmu wdnINaanie
FNRNNTINLA UL AT NaNIAN (Macro and Social Economic Factor)
UaZNIANWNNEBELazUaT8FN NSRS (Micro and Management Factor)
muAnwll (ayan naew, 2548: Taldiaanin)
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1. tademmAsugia leud nslasuadaanis

2. Tadesuwnsdnen ldud msiineusn magauwensnua ms
Anwsie inwzlwnievien

3. adesuiwndasdmyanas Taud dalaonnsviien dnvneso
AMEENRUSTUGT AUz AaANTUSAUNEwI M FMWLIRdDNN
mMeamMwIwn19¥es Mslasudayainasns szezmalwmstanme luviem
T DTG T Ve

NNMIANUWIAR N wazwidefiiendos Thlionuosgam
fing lawman (2541) AnwnUSeufisunnnndinnsvineueasgningle
usvnlneiuusindin Ineldifamunndinnisiew 1aiaednnsusann
szndelszne (1LO) anlddunsoulunsdnwiuSeuiiaunmnindia
nsvhevzasgninewuidnnedugnineluwussendaenadin Tnedly
\wiAgaiunsSeuifisunsuimsanueesussiniueaiuuiening
dedonaronundinnisinuwaesgniteiianasesnisluiwannn
FAnmarewiuanseins 1HhamInszuumMIUEmIiLAnsneiwIaILAa:
99AN3 120985 TRk USeUselAm (2546) ANWIAMNENNWS 52AINIAMATI
FAnnsrieuniuanafene lalwnsujiReuzasnsinavwusdnlalesn
nawad Uszinelne Auamsliifiniwinanuiaunmdianisvieml
STAUGIRY 3 Fw Ap FUAIIRFONTIgNABANYAE FBANNENRTENING
MIAAUEInAUNMI uazsuAnEuRnzausadonn wanaind
ArwdTwE IR nEInn s wikdsdenasionafenalalsns
UfuRnuzasninemduognemnn waziuaaseaysn A1ew (2548) Anw
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AMNNEIRN1SYNORzBIus s WAL lulsssugnannnssnBlaAnsoing
JamTawszwasAiagsen ewidedasdniAuddedefifaudiusiu
AuMNEInmsvhauzsusswads 3 Uade Aa nislasuatasnng n1ssl
Fiusn iRty waznslasuiayadnasfiiesmwauazinias
NaN1SANWINUTIMSRMAEIRMIYhusiussewndsag luszauln
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UaesuLAs¥gia AMMNEIA lun1syiney
- mslasuaTaRns n3lasuAINANATo LY
Uaveaun1sAnen Tyriug 1 lunnsvines
- mstnausy 1. ANABULNI LAY
- ms@muuanamuﬁ - A9
- mMsAnwse - ANENLIAN
- ﬁ’nwﬂunjﬁﬁwm — ANABULNHNNTHNG b T
JadeaudsuIndandIu nem
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- Flnemsyihnem - SINANSNNYANIAHAL
~ ANWME " - #¥aRnisfivenniieain
- ANHANAUSAUEUIRUTTYYN NHRNILAIAUA
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sULUU2a4 n53seAsednnisivalugesnm (Quantitative
Research) iafnuanmndinnshaweasmingmusindyu [nefinns
Fufiunsiae G
Rufifidnuen

AnuusundUun MdusnmUsznaunsssangaanns e e
Tuiwiondosumsasen 2 Tudmingays e duiuififuaens
\Dudwanann

Uszgnsfidnu
Uszrnafidnunluasodt Aa wiknawivihemluuSendUn finsms
NARDIIUIBIUTENUAT Tuaa U sznaunIsUsELANRENHNTINE TG
Tudswiagay3 $1uwIw 3,751 A (F1ENITWLIINUITHIRTAYS, 2550) 21516
apanguatnelunafnunsed 362 Aw TWAgAwnlneliges
n=N
1+N(e)?
\ila
N fia Swamlazannsvionam
e Ad SLAUTRIANNGNABY N3DIFUANINARIALARE D ENIEN
n A9 IWIUIWIANGNFIDEN

n= 3751
143,751(0.05)2
n = 3,751

10.37
n = 361.71
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ANSENNANADES

MsAnuASS TS magasiagouudie (Simple Random Sampling)
Tnenslinsnoiaaga (Random number table) #sazgaanwnszyialsnga
FaE19ATU 362 A

wn3asfiafildlunside

Twnsidenssildnsidedelannsniu ndeedanldlunside
ABLUUERUNTHN(Questionnaires) ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂﬂ%’]ﬁu wUUEBUANLUIBBNLU
3§ A

1. fayadimymnazasgneuluusaunn daluneszdenieity
WAl 81g 318le szRuMsAnYY dawawaNs Raw Uszaunisailn
NN5Y1N97% 81897% BV

2. danathdeswesugia daduieazidenfeaiu nslasu
aiadins Jadesunsdnen daduseszdenieiu milneusn nsg
nunanan i nsAnwse inweluisiew dadesuionndondin
yara Baduseazndenieniu Falnemevinen anuueemn ANEEus
Augiieutim Anndmiusiuiowsanen anmwandaamenennl
navhem mslasuiayasnnans ssezmelunsiduwnelvienm anudite
\Fe9289UTEN

3. SonaRmnNEIANTIYew SumslsuaTnAnATa Ty
UMMV

N3ItATIERIaYA

vindanafiiusiusnlfanngasadianiinsey TwdeuTam
Tneldmanfnnes Aadanidlunsimszd A abfussens (Descriptive
Statistics) 1#awsunmsaduneanumizngnsagns e ANSUANUAIAIINE
(Frequency) Wazn1sW1A13aEa: (Percentage) AaRBLa2AA (Arithmatic
Mean) ﬁ'?mﬁlmmummg'm (Standard Deviation) NINAFAUN (t-test)
nsnadaauLen (F-test) WAZNNSHIANENUSE AN E anaNN WS LUULRESE%

(Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation Coefficient)
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1. mﬁLﬂ‘sﬂzﬁé'nuzuzﬁ'ﬂﬂwaanéuﬁ":asha

dnwzinluzasnguaedesianun 362 Aw Luane 267 A
(Sowaz 73.8) uallunds 95 Aw (Swaz 26.2) Aangszning 21- 30 T
(Swaz 50.6) AnRawodlumAnzTweanidenniie (Seeaz 40.1) #M3
AnwnssAuNsenFnunewlale (3.6) Ui, wIaeuwn (Seeas 54.7)
A lneiansaua (Sauas 60.8) waziisnelalfanas 10,001 - 20,000 Un
(Speaz 50.6) damlnauseaunsallunsvines 1 - 10 ¥ (Seeaz 60.2)
fogeu 1 - 10 U (Soeas 57.7) dalngidsmunradunine (3oeas 85.1)
wazlafifunsannlussuuuinisavwaasuSen (Saeaz 100) dawlng
iuwneluvinemszeene 1 - 10 Alawss (Gewas 58.8) M5 lIa lwnns
e luvheusisendt 1 Falae (Seeas 91.7) dmlnaasyinemsioaa
($aeaz 97.5) vhomatona 2 Flug (3aeas 79.6) a’lmﬁgﬁﬁwmd'amm
wui damlngdasmanelsidn (Seeaz 72.2)

2. MmsAszndadeauAsegia Uadeaunisinwr Jade
ﬁ'ﬂuﬁlammﬁaudquqﬂﬂa

A195199 1 aqUTadeNHANNTNANUSTUAMAIMATANITINGIY FBINTENIT

uSndiln

Hadefisimnudunusiv X S msulana

AMNTWIIANTITVNGIU
UL LFTHFAD 341 049  Uwmnas
Ud8ANBNSHNE 253  0.63  Unnas
Tadesuioadendauyana 324 030  Uwmnang

FIN 3.06 0.37 J1wnans
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N7 1 WUt wiEnewuSEnduRanARFw AU
ANHNANNUSTUAMANEIAN1SYING ATInagluszauUmwnans ( = 3.06)
WaRasanduseswsesmudsuAnadeniniuniies Aa Jadesn
wiswgia ( laud nslesusiasnis ) agluszauliunans (= 3.41) sa9a9
ade Tedesudondanduyana (leud dalaemevien dnunso
ANNENRUSAUGTIA Ut AdiuSUMawI NN aMwRdox
mamemwlnmsriien nslesudoyadnms szezmelunisidvwnely
W AMNRaLEesaUSEN ) agluszaiulunans (= 3.24) uaztlade
sumsAnen ( lawA nstinauss ma@muuanamuﬁ NSANWIsE Ninwe
Tumsvihew ) egluszaudivwnas ( = 2.53)

3. A13ILATIZRAMAINITANITNI9UY AIUNTS bASUATN
Aunsasludgmiugulunisvieu

A5 2 aguRmwiinnsvien sunislesurnaAnasoslulym
NI IHN5¥5

N3 lAsUAIN ANATDY X S n1sudana
Tutlgwiiugulunsvieu
ANMBULNY IHNNTHI 298 059  U1wnans
AIAFANS 308 056  U1wnany
T / anlumavnevuasiurgs  3.08 059 Uwnang
N1961979379N"8 351 072 1N
szruuAndUaandelumsrinew 343 063 Uwnand
AHEWAI TN 305 057  U1wnans
39 3.19 046 U wnan

AN 2 Wi USENdYuiANNARAmNInUANAE TS
N15Y19WE N5 RSURINANATE It i kg 1len15vinen A
e nzauUmnas ( = 3.19) WaiasuduieswlaeSessauan
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waeln 3 §1ULSN Ao MR aglluszaiunn (= 3.51) 50984
aAe szuuAnnUsaanelunsingw agluszauiwnas (= 3.43) uaz
835N AU/ nanlumsrievuas unge agluszaulimnans (= 3.08)
4. NMSAATITRANUANANS LazANLdsUsIUNGLAEI289
ﬂ"lmﬁlwaaqmmwé’i’mm'sﬁw'mwaawﬁ'nmuu'%ﬁ'mﬁﬂu
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Abstract

This paper investigated the attitudes of members of the community
of Na Ouan village in Luang Prabang province, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, to community-based tourism. Tourism has been developed in the
village over the last decade by a combination of outside groups, including
the Lao government and international organizations such as the Asian
Development Bank. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with the
heads and/or representatives of all 60 households in the village. Results
indicated that the interviewees did not perceive a great impact by tourism
on their daily lives, due to the small number of tourists and the limited
time the tourists spend in the village. Positive impacts of tourism on the
village included improvements in village infrastructure and the promotion of
cultural handicraft products. Nevertheless, inappropriate behavior by some
tourists and tour groups was seen as problematic. The study concluded
that there was a danger of the local culture being commercialized and
losing its authenticity without greater input from the community itself into

the tourism decision-making processes.

Keywords : tourism / attitudes /local residents /Luang Prabang /Lao PDR.
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Introduction

Luang Prabang in Lao PDR, listed by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as a World Heritage site
in 1995, has a number of tourist sites within and outside its city district.
The city has old buildings, such as temples and other structures containing
ancient artifacts, sites of historical importance including the old royal
palace, and houses that reflect the country known as the ‘Land of a
Thousand Elephants’ and the influence of French architecture. Outside
the city rivers and mountains, and tribal people’s ways of life, dress, arts,
and handicrafts are genuine tourist attractions.

In 2007, 186,819 tourists visited Luang Prabang and in 2008 that
figure rose to 344,029. Tourism has become a very important economic,
social, cultural and environmental factors in the country and it is most
significant in the creation of jobs and the reduction of poverty. Since 1999,
there has been increasing investment in tourism-related businesses.
For example, between 2002 and 2008, 1,385 hotels and accommodation
places were constructed and 143 in-bound tourism operators were set-up
(Lao National Tourism Administration, 2008). In the same period, 17,992
people were directly and 303,263 people were indirectly employed in the
tourism industry (Lao National Tourism Administration, 2006). Considering
the tourism industry’s importance at both the local and national levels,
Laos has strived to stimulate its development consistent with its tourist
sites. There has been an emphasis on developing historical, cultural, and
environmental tourism with the hope that members of local communities
play an active role in the preservation of Lao cultural and natural resources. Job
creation has also been emphasized as a way of alleviating poverty in various
communities. A number of cooperative tourism developmental projects

have been initiated. The Mekong Development Project, the Netherlands
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Development Organization (SNV), UNESCO, the European Union, and
Lao-German cooperation organization (GTZ) have all established projects
that aim at the preservation of natural and cultural resources in many
communities around the country (Lao National Tourism Administration,
2006). The projects have resulted in an increase in tourism activity.

Tourism changes a community’s economy, society, culture, governance,
arts, and traditions and acts like a double-edged sword with positive
and negative impacts (Kreag, 2001; United Nations, 2003; Manivong &
Supaaseuth, 2007). Tourism has benefited Luang Prabang in many ways
with the city being modernized, making living conditions more comfortable
and convenient. However, there have also been negative effects. For
example, air and noise pollution, the cost of living, and accidents have
increased (UNESCO, 2004). Government officials have been given the role
of ensuring that tourism does not negatively impact on living conditions.
There have been direct confrontations between locals and tourists over
the Buddhist tradition of offering food to monks early in the morning as
the former considers this tradition a sacred ritual whereas the latter sees
it as a spectacle and, as a result, have offended locals with inappropriate
behavior.

This study aimed to investigate local residents’ attitudes toward
economic, socio-cultural and environmental aspects of tourism in the
Hmong ethnic minority village of Na Ouan in Luang Prabang, Lao PDR.
This village was one of the community-based tourism projects developed
by the Lao government tourism authorities and the Asian Development
Bank that involved the Hmong group maintaining its old customs and
lifestyle while tourists were guided through the village observing local
life and culture. The differences between the cultures and opinions of
the communities, organizations, and tourists involved in the project have

caused the emergence of a number of problems.
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Research Methodology

The participants in the study, residents of the 60 families in the
Hmong village of Na Ouan, have been actively involved in tourism for the
last 10 years, but research has not been conducted into the development
of tourism in Na Ouan and the villagers have never been consulted about
their opinions concerning tourism. The Hmong residents generally have
limited education and reading comprehension skills. For these reasons, a
qualitative research approach using interviews was considered the most
suitable for the collection of data best reflecting the real thoughts of the
participants (Chantavanich, 2004: 21-22). Pongsapich (1994) supported this
view by stating that qualitative research is appropriate in studies of issues
related to everyday traditional and cultural customs. Also, Veal (2006)
believed that this type of research is suitable in studies that emphasize
the respondents’ perspectives, behaviors and experiences related to tourism.
Qualitative research’s inherent nature and methods enable a greater
understanding of the respondents and are suited to groups of people that
have a limited understanding of statistics.

The study collected data from heads and/or representatives of the 60
households in the village. Fifty-five worked in tourism-related employment,
such as selling souvenirs, and five worked in areas not connected to
tourism. These five households were included in the study as they were
involved in the community-driven planning of the village’s various tourism
activities.

Triangulation was used to validate the data (Chantavanich, 2006;
Veal, 2006). Interview data from respondents that suggested similarities
and differences was investigated to ensure that the data collected from
the community was valid for analysis and interpretation. The research
findings were presented through the use of descriptive analysis, a written

qualitative method that described content and methods of the study, and
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possible factors and elements within the community were indicated, providing

an overall picture of the community’s opinions to tourism.

Results
Community Perspectives on Economic Effects of Tourism

Overall, the villagers recognized that there were both economic
benefits and negatives but referred more to the former than the latter and
considered most of them to be direct results of tourism. Benefits were
evident in the development of infrastructure, such as the provision of
electricity, bore water, roads, and schools. Other developments included
the opportunities to gain employment, earn income, and trade in goods
and were believed to be within the reach of the community and quick to
materialize.

The villagers did consider the economic negatives associated with
tourism but regarded them as indirect, possibly owing to broader factors
associated with tourism and/or the tourists themselves. For example,
unevenness in income levels derived from tourism over periods of time
might have been a result of fixed tourist seasons or a global economic
situation. Another economic negative was the fact that employment in the
tourism industry and profits might not have benefited the whole community.
This may have resulted from the import of products for petty trade or the
spiraling cost of living that were more a result of Luang Prabang’s broader
economic situation and characteristics. The villagers’ perspectives on the
negative impacts of tourism were based on opinions and feelings, and
they expressed a myriad of possible reasons for the events that shaped
the tourism industry. Generally, however, there was a positive attitude,
and most villagers shared in tourism’s direct benefits.

Community Perspectives on Social and Cultural Effects of Tourism
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The villagers discussed both the positive and negative effects of
tourism on the community’s socio-cultural fabric. One positive was the
increasing modern development of the community made possible by the
income generated by tourism. Others were that villagers took more pride
in the community’s cultural history, had a better chance to improve their
livelihoods, and were able to live in an increasingly egalitarian community.

Negative impacts also existed. Villagers highlighted disagreements
over benefits: the inappropriate behavior of tourists, and community fears
about the intrusion of outsiders and the stealing of jobs. However, the
underlying consensus was that these negative issues could be solved by
an effective village committee and process. On the whole, the community
had a positive view of the effects of tourism on its social and cultural
aspects similar to the satisfaction expressed by the village regarding the

economic situation.

Community Perspectives on Environmental Effects of Tourism
Community members mentioned the positive and negative impacts of
tourism on the environment. One positive impact was the improvement in the
general state of the environment of the village through greater participation
in conservation, the establishment of regulations, and a concerted,
collective approach to seeking ways to improve the environment to attract
more tourists. The community recognized negative impacts of tourism
on the environment but these were mainly under control. The worries
associated with increasing amounts of rubbish were likely to be solved
because the community looked after its own tourism affairs as well as its
laws and care of animals. Generally, the community viewed the impact
of tourism on the environment as beneficial and positive, rather than

destructive and negative.
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General Community Perspectives on Effects of Tourism

Fifty-five of the 60 families in the village made an income selling
souvenirs to tourists. The other five worked in unrelated areas but were
indirect recipients of the benefits of tourism and involved in the decision-
making processes associated with the development of tourism. Generally,
the community consensus was that tourism had a positive effect on the
community.

One villager stated that the belief was that the members of the
community as individuals had not received direct benefits but that it was
the families, integral parts of the society, that had participated in the
development of tourism, and therefore it was these that had benefited
in indirect ways (Family Two, Interview), for example, electricity, roads,
water, schools and others. Interview data suggested that villagers who
received less benefit from tourism were not as positive as those who
received more. The generally positive community consensus may have
resulted from the improved economic status that tourism promised, and
problems and/or changes associated with tourism may have not been
recognized due to the small number and length of stay of the tourists.

One householder associated with tourism stated that tourist places
often experienced problems including crime, drug trade and addiction,
prostitution, cultural change and devaluation of a community’s culture,
diminished value of handicrafts, destruction of forest and water resources,
and loss of biodiversity. This view was expressed by no other community
member, and this could be explained by the fact that the village had
relatively few visitors who tended to stay for limited length of time. The
village may have to re-assess its views and approached if this situation
changes with the development of tourism.

Analysis of Community Attitudes to Sustainable Tourism
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This study investigated the opinions of the people of Na Ouan
to tourism but also considered these opinions and issues of tourism
sustainability in the search for the best development of every aspect of
the village’s tourism. It was found that opinions on the economy were
the clearest, giving rise to positive expressions related to social, cultural,
and environmental matters. Consequently, for sustainable development
of tourism in Na Ouan village, the community must experience positive
economic outcomes of tourism and genuine, direct involvement in it. For
example, everyone must share the benefits from various facilities and the
profits from tourism activities, such as the sale of souvenirs to tourists.
These benefits would likely lead to greater participation in the preservation
of the village’s society, culture and environment. Such preservation
may have a cyclic effect, leading to profits from tourism and, in turn,
to increased preservation of the culture. The same claim can be made
regarding the village’s environment; improvement in the environment leads
to more profits from tourism which, in turn, leads to more improvement.
This cyclic pattern produces a sustainability in which each part supports
others and responds positively to each other.

Discussion

This study of the attitudes of Hmong villagers in Na Ouan, Luang
Prabang District, Lao PDR to tourism found that the community’s opinions
were generally positive and consistent with other theoretical ideas related to
tourism and with other studies’ findings. Lepp (2007) revealed that people
living in a tourist area held good attitudes towards tourism as indicated
by their positive evaluations, and that tourism’s positive impacts within
the community outweighed the negatives. These findings are similar to

the attitudes of the people of the Na Ouan.
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It should be pointed out that the Hmong villagers may not directly
see the negatives of tourism owing to the low tourist numbers and short
lengths of stay. Kreag (2001) similarly found that the impact of tourism
arose from the makeup and model of tourism practiced and the tourists’
lengths of stay in the community. In a study of an area developed for
tourism for more than 10 years, Jittrawongnun (2004) found no clear
evidence of general change of lifestyle due to tourism. Close contact with
tourists was minimal and the community members collectively participated
in the decision-making and management process of tourism. Tourism
benefited the community’s economy and investments had been made into
the development of community facilities, such as roads, electricity, water,
public toilets, and pathways that facilitated tourist activity. These findings
were consistent with those of Kreag (2001) and Lepp (2007) who both
stated that tourism had positive economic impacts, namely the rise of
investment in infrastructure, such as roads, electricity, water, and airports.

In Na Ouan, the families supplemented their incomes by working
during their free time. In their studies of the social and economic impacts
of development of tourist sites, Imem (2006); Jamderm (2006) found that
the positive impacts were the creation of jobs and income opportunities
in the community. Community members were able to supplement their
incomes by working in their free time and they had more work choices.

Negative economic impacts in the Na Ouan community included
the seasonal nature and the uncertainty of constant income due to the
fluctuation in tourist numbers. On some occasions even when numbers
were high, income was low due to reduced spending by the visitors.
These results were consistent with the findings of Jamderm (2006) found
that off-seasons caused reductions in employment, such as closure of

shops, leading to income problems.
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Another problem experienced was that a portion of the tourism
income did not stay in the local community. In the Na Ouan study, most
of the souvenirs were imported into the community from the capital,
Vientiane, meaning that most of the profits from the sales left the local
area. UNESCO (2004) found that most of the investment in the production
of handicrafts in Luang Prabang was from foreign countries and/or business
people in Vientiane. As a consequence, the people of Luang Prabang
believed that they received little benefit from such business.

Tourism has led to the broader social advancement of Na Ouan,
especially in the development of infrastructure, such as roads, electricity,
and water. This has resulted in a more convenient life as members
have started using modern technology, vehicles, and various electrical
appliances. This finding was similar to that of Chamroonsiri (2002) who
investigated the economic and socio-cultural changes associated with
tourism and found that it resulted in the local development of jobs, roads,
electricity, water, telephones, and other facilities.

This study revealed that tourism improved the environment of Na Ouan
through the provision of these facilities constructed within the community.
Pewnim et al (2003), in a study of a waterway community, found that
tourism had a positive impact on the environment in that it resulted in the
improvement of the community’s public areas and utilities. At Na Ouan,
there are now regulations for the preservation of the environment, similar
to the ideas of Jittangwatana (2005) who stated that tourism’s impact on
the environment made the community realize the value of the environment
and the need to preserve it.

Tourism has changed the roles played by members of the Na Ouan
community. Traditionally, labor-intensive farming was the main source of income
for all residents, irrespective of age, gender, and/or disability. However,
the development of tourism increased the roles of women, children,

the aged, and the disabled as they were able to earn incomes from
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tourism-related activities, such as selling souvenirs. Wu (2000) arrived
at similar conclusions in a small community in China in which tourism
increased the roles played by Hmong women. Jamderm (2006) found
that elderly people participated in tourism activities, such as making and
selling tourist souvenirs. Changes in community habits have also been
observed, for example, those related to animal rearing. Ngaokeaw (2006)
noticed a move from the free-range rearing of animals to more enclosed
methods in Thailand’s Chiang Rai province. Some could not tolerate
these new practices and changed their jobs, and their agricultural way of
life, to sell souvenirs because it offered a better source of income. Such
changes led to the loss of agricultural expertise and, in some cases, an
idleness and passivity the community.

Tourism also led to disagreements stemming from the distribution
of benefits between the community members themselves and between
community members and outsiders who entered the community to engage
in business activity (Jamderm, 2006; Ngaokeaw, 2006).

Conclusion

This research investigated local residents’ attitudes toward tourism
in the rural area of Na Ouan village, Luang Prabang province, Lao PDR.
The researcher used qualitative methods to collect and analyse the data.
| found that the community had a positive perspective of tourism, yet they
were also aware of its negative impact on the community’s economy,
socio-cultural realities, and environment. At the time of the study, there
were no clear effects of tourism on the Na Ouan community due to low
tourist numbers and short length of stay. The study concluded that for
the development of sustainable tourism in Na Ouan village the community
must have positive opinions of the economic benefits of tourism tangible for
all, leading to a cyclic process of greater participation in the preservation
of the village’s society, culture and environment and then increased

tourism.
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